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Important School Wide Announcements and Dates: 

The Book Fair and Fall Welcome Event are next week! 
·       Book Passage will share books and details about the Book Fair  on Thursday 9/22/16 
during our library time at 11:30. l  
·       Students in grades 3-8 can purchase books on Friday 9/23/16  between 8:00 and 3:30 
(schedule to follow). 
·       The Book Fair will be open during the  Fall Welcome  event on Saturday, 9/24/16.  
 The Fall Welcome Event will be a picnic dinner and an outdoor movie!  Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, 9/24/16.  Movie starts at 7:00, title to be  TBA . How fun!  

 
Room 6 Headlines 

This week, Siskinites began a yearlong editing and grammar program called Grammar With Giggles! 
The context in an ongoing story. The program is a fun and engaging way to focus on discrete 
foundational skills and vocabulary! This week, students focused on using red and green pens to 
catch capitalization and punctuation errors!  
 
At Schoonmaker Beach, Suskinites moved land and water to create models of the land and water 
features of the local Bay Area and in California that were introduced to them this week in class! . 
This messy, multisensory handson activity was an exciting learning experience that should leave a 
lasting impressions in their memories! The more senses students use as they explore new concepts, 
the more they learn! When students see, feel, hear, touch, or taste the world of knowledge around 
them, they remember it! When multiple senses are used together, the learning is even more 
powerful!  
 
We have been busy MAP TESTING! THIS WEEK AND NEXT! PLEASE GET YOUR SISKINITES FROM 
SISTONIA TO BED EARLY!!!!! 

 



 
Field trips and special school and classroom events 

Field Trips 

September Time Location Transportation Content 

Tuesday 9/20/16 8:45-1:00 Ring Mountain 
Corte Madera 

Carpool Local and CA 
human and physical 
geography.  
Students will 
discuss the ways in 
which physical 
geography, 
including climate, 
influenced how the 
local and CA Indian 
nations adapted to 
their natural 
environment (e.g., 
how they obtained 
food, clothing, 
tools). 

 

October     

Tuesday 
10/4/16 
 

8:20-1:00 National Park 
Service Point Reyes 
National Seashore 
Education Program  
Bear Valley Visitor 
Center 
Kule Loklo 
415.464.5139 

Carpool Human and physical 
geography. 
 
Native American 
Studies: 
Students will 
explore Miwok 
LIFEWAYS and the 
local region long ago 
and in the recent 
past. 
 
Students will will 
investigate Earth 
and human activity 
by exploring the San 
Andreas Fault Zone 
on the Earthquake 
Trail. 
 

Wednesday 
10/12/16 

9:30-12:20 Lark Theater 
California Film 
Institute Screening: 

Oddball 

Bus Environmental film 

Friday  
10/21/16 

9:00-1:00 Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco 
de Young 
 

Carpool Get Smart Art  
Program 
California: Students 
will explore the 
multiple layers of 
cultural heritage 
that comprise the 



fascinating story of 
our state. 
Euro–American 
settlements in the 
California region, 
technological 
advancements such 
as the 
Transcontinental 
Railroad, and the 
great wealth 
produced by 
western mining 
operations.  
Native American 
cultures of 
California and how 
these cultures 
survived and 
adapted to the rapid 
environmental and 
cultural changes 
resulting from 
European 
expansion. 
 

Monday 
10/24/16 

8:30-3:00 Ane Rovetta 
Storyteller and 
artisan 

At School Students will learn 
about  American 
Indian nations in 
their local region 
long ago and in the 
recent past through 
storytelling, art, and 
crafts. 
They will recount 
stories, including 
fables, folktales, and 
myths from diverse 
cultures; determine 
the central message, 
lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is 
conveyed through 
key details in the 
text. 
ELA 
Describe characters 
in a story (e.g., their 
traits, motivations, 
or feelings) and 
explain how their 
actions contribute 
to the sequence of 
events. 
 

 
 

 



 

Homework Assignments 

• Homework is assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
responses to Scholastic News activities 
• Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and completeness work.  

 

Mandatory Homework Assignments 

Family Project:  
Mystery Summer Hot Seat Project : Due 9/23/16 

Reading log and discussion questions:  Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion questions to answer.  

Scholastic News:    Read and complete reading and writing assignments 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  

 

Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling  BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 

Spelling City  

https://www.spellingcity.com/ 

Math: Prodigy 

https://prodigygame.com/P lay/ 

XtraMath 

https://xtramath.org 

Khan Academy  

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

TERC Investigation  

 

Reading K-3rd grade:  

 

 

Bookflix 

http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th grade:  

 

 

Trueflix 

http://trueflix.scholastic.com  

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  

 

Dance Mat Typing  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 

 
 
 
 
 

https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://xtramath.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr


 
MATH WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning? 

 

 

•This multiplication game is differentiated by using many different sorts of dice: 
eight-sided; ten-sided; 12 sided; 20 sided with factors 1-50. 

 
WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

 

What are students doing and learning? 

•Asking and answering questions in writing.. 

 
READER’S WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning: 

•Novel study: •  EL Deafo  and response questions 
•Graphic Novel reading strategies 
• California Weekly  ( 4th grade) 

 
 
 
 



 
SCIENCE 

 

 

 

What are students doing and learning? 

• Animal Explorations 
• Human Brain and learning 

 
                          FARM TO TABLE WITH BARBARA 

 
Sunflowers shine bright in the garden. They are filled with bees...very special as we only had a few bees last year. 



 
 

 
Farmers spent their time getting to know the flock, how to behave with them and 
distinguish their personalities. 
 
What are students doing and learning: 

A Very Special Place 
The sunflower sentries tower high above the garden standing guard over the children and chickens. 
Their golden glow makes our garden a beautiful, magical place that once again attracts a new population 
of bees and hummingbirds collecting their nectar and pollen. Last year, we seldom saw them dancing 
flower-to-flower. Instead, we fought a deluge of rats that ate everything planted. The kids learned an 
important life lesson: Believe and never surrender to the destructive force around you. When the 
students left for summer vacation, the garden looked very sad. 
 
Working with an exterminator, we brought the rodents under control, re-planted and worked hard to 
re-build the garden. During the first week of school, many kids stood outside the fence with huge smiles 
and big eyes. Several, called out, “it’s a jungle in there—it’s so beautiful.” Come by and enjoy this joyful 
place filled with the happy sounds of kids and chickens. It’s a real treat. 
Getting to Know You 
Each afternoon the Siskinite farmers run to the garden and spend their time getting to know the 
chickens. The older hens, Goldie, Brownie, Sunshine and Peanut would rather take dirt baths in the sun 
but the chicks enjoy being cuddled and loved. The two brown ones, Rocket and Rosie are talkers and 
have lots to say. Roo, our beautiful red and black pullet rooster travels the garden with his best friend 
from birth—Starlight. 
 
The farmers are learning to respect the chickens as live beings—not toys that are there to serve them. 
They are respectful and are called out by their classmates if one gets to rambunctious. 
 
Along the way, the kids are studying the personalities of each bird and how it reacts to the world around 
it. That’s really important for when they start writing the Hen House Diaries blog on the 
www.chickenscratchhens.com in several weeks. Be sure to ask them about their adventures in the 
garden. Like the chicks, they have lots to say. 
 Photo-Releases 
Please returned your signed photo-releases ASAP so that we can start posting photos of your kids 
working in the garden, in class and during cooking sessions. 

 

 
 

http://www.chickenscratchhens.com/


SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 

Fourth graders head out Monday as Junior Historical Society Docents on a top secret history 
mission! 
What are students doing and learning: 

•Building a foundation for California and Sausalito Underground Projects 
Biome groups, added their preliminary science research and data to a group biome matrix. 
This graphic organizer will  help students see and compare and contrast the similarities 
and differences between the biomes on Earth. Next week, third graders will begin to 
identify land and water features located in their local environment, Bay area, and Marin 
County. Fourth graders will have a similar project, however they will be studying land and 
water features of the different regions of California: deserts, mountains, valleys, hills, 
coastal areas, oceans, lakes) Both third and fourth graders will  describe the physical and 
human geography of an area and use maps, tables, graphs, photographs, and charts to 
organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context.  
The Driving Question: 
How can we, as archaeologists, use underground evidence to answer mysteries about 
California and Sausalito’s past?  
Students will begin by studying the First Californians, Native Americans who lived in 
Sausalito and Marin and in the different regions of California. Third and fourth graders 
will compare and contrast their research and to better help them understand that the 
environment in which a group of people live in influences what they make and do, the 
culture. 

 



 
 

 

 

Third and fourth graders explore land and water features,,,local for the third, and California 
for the fourth!  

 
 LIFE SKILL TOOL OF THE MONTH  

What are students doing and learning?  CARES Tool of  Assertion  

•Siskintes continue to learn to ask their friends, classmates, teachers, and others  for what 
they need to be happy and successful learners  

 



SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE WEEK 
What will students be doing and learning? 

Math: TERC INVESTIGATIONS: Unit 1  

3rd grade: Understanding Equal Groups: Using and understanding multiplication 
notation, 

writing , representing, and solving multiplication problems in context (Multiplication 
and Division 1) 

4th grade: Arrays, Factors, and Multiplicative Comparison: Representing multiplication 
situations with arrays, finding factors using arrays, identifying prime, square, and 
composite numbers (Multiplication and Division 1) 

Writing; Building fluency and stamina through quick writes; writing assessment; Words 
Their Way  Spelling Inventory 

Reading:  EL Deafo; Island of the Blue Dolphins 

Social studies:  Human and physical geography 

Science:  Human Brain and Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


